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ln 1563, Bernord Polissy, in his Receple Vdrifob/e, osked whol o ternolives
lhere were to the obstrocl, sterile geometry ihot dominoled the theory
of fortificolion of his doy. This hod no lived relotionship, he orgued, 1o

the inhobiied p oces on which it wos imposed. He looked io noture ond
sow 'the mirocu ous proieclion of mo luscs such os seo snoils... designed
wilh so much geomelry ond orchiteclure.' Their shels suggested thoi o
defensib e shope cou d be coiled ond porlilioned. f o town were like
this, the inhobltonts cou d reireol one section ot o lime, lhus olwoys
hoving o refuge ovoiloble.

The imporlonce of ihe orgonic os o rnode is often seen os choroclerisiic
of modernism. The exomple of Po issy, howevet suggesls ihot lhe bionic
principle, where o living slruclure suggests o prototype for q designed
object, hos o much longer history. This is the history of lhe tension
between form os o unify, os Gesfo/f to be intuiled, ond form os lhe
outcome of o roliono re olionship omong ports, o synihesis or work of
the inte lect. The scu plures of Don Wo lmering porloke of ihis lension. As

the title Noiurol Seieclion indicoles, Wollmering is owore of lhe orgonic
referenls lhot ore in ploy in his freestonding sculpluro enlilies. However
their formol presence is ombiguous. This is reveoled in lheir modu or
construction, where on occrelion of e ements, eoch with o mechonistic
lurn, is subsumed lo on orgonic ouihority-

Evo ulion, lhe process propelled by noturol seleclion, hos o woy of
lhrowing up stronge forms, in ort os in nolure. Wolmering's consiruciions
ore boih oplimislic ond ominous. How does one occount for lhis unconny
presence? ln lhe tife of Forms in An 11934), Henri Focillon orgued thot
form is driven to diversify, even if its ogic is ihoi il produces monslers.
Whot is ot work is lhe generotive power of rnulolion, which 'unrolls ils

demenled exislence on exislence lhoi is merely the turmoil... of o
single, simple form.'

Wolmering's sculpiures shore somelhing of Focilon's monslrous
momenfum, yei in their tociile texlures, oiry curves, ond humon scole,
they evode the menqce he implies. Their grocefully combered ribbons
of wood, lheir frogie overlopping lies, their striqtions ond tessellolions
hove o volupluous quolity. They swell ond diminish wilh o musicolrhythm.
These works hove o quoily of being mochine onimols, or perhops
onimolrnochines, wilh o geometry thot derives from o slruclure of
nesled, overlopping segmenls. The lheme of biloterol symmetry ond
binory opposition runs through lhe group of works, imp ying thol lhere is

on enigmolic ioxonomy ol work.

Jusl os lhe enclosed chombers of o shell, or the ormoured ploies of o
crob, confront us with their mysterious ond secreiive ife, Wo lmering's
forms declore lheir inscrutoble olherness.
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