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MoRE soNcs ABour oaNc

Born in Melbourne n 195 . Rodne/ Forber
be32n his workin8 ile as an e ecsonics
technician dtWilliah*own Naval DockFrd
where he worked on guided msie s/*€ms
and where he developed an nieren in the 3ea

and rav.. He then t€velled wde y in Asia

and workedfo.a /ear in E.lrand belore
undert.king lormalnudles in pa nring.

He now ive5 andwork n Cppsland where
he ledures in virurl ,ra ar rlona3h univeGiq.
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CARoLTNF DURRf

The ques belins. as it mus. wih rhe eund ol an

A/dm - Get up,set out ot bed h k the threshold ol
the new dan Can thk be our heb n rhe budl Dovd!

nory miShi be an allegor/ ofihe body n bE and

piecet, ofthe.hid codnd ned rnd powerle$.yet

welabe io imagine the lFedom orihe road.The

infait s a ready ha f aware thar ro Gl *ories k ro

3ymbo ialy con@ lhe rcrld. Desire drivs him on:

ro rev th€ engne,io explore,b know But how can

the iourneyset undeRayl Our ship.a powedul

vese, 3 penned in and 3we tering in a lht dry do.k.

Yera bruG indusia hnds.,pe s made intmale,

humaniredidooRiys,bridses.zone5 oll ghrand dark

.€t€ an nv dtion !o explore,and lhis exp onton
n a read/ the expedtion foreshadowed.

Perhap5 a magica innrumen!G n.eded to lr.e us

lrcm ever/day re$r .tions, and €n,ble our Depd4ure.

Here E one- a binnacl. which rlow5 with innare

powe. li k , perled p ece ol equipmen! for a vqagq

a liftle micc e olfun.t on. So, do we now drre to

aunch our ve$ellwilh.4000 holes it may found€.;

the presence ol iEgic poeny reminds us th.t watei
$ ioorhins, e spmsire,.an be a dmSercus e emenr

Perhips there 3a wisegud. inthis booth. maier of
the n€cesary infomation.in dkSuLe a! a simpreton.

l'liniature frachi.es - i cryscl :eicalcularo4alarm

clock - rre the u.cann/ t.li5mans for lhis *.p on

our €arch.And we are never lar fbm rhe pleasures

ol anfuare in hanyforms- music, ve6e, news.

headlines Wilh laneua8e a! our command we c.n

manipulat€ the sory not be a v ctim.

Yerthe iourney 3 not afe.There are (er6iny rGks.

On ourrks,on we mu*fiBt rcach into the abys.

lo ly and fron*rcus,our vehicle ir he l-bent on its

rdventure.l! plui3e3, perhaps to !he rescue,

perhaps out of contol,a death ca. in a dheased

ciqscape.Now we cometo a.rux on ourrhvek,
a moment ollnrense,yet.om. dis.omfort where

the h.ro is as HdDDy ds o rd,ldron d hd^e.

Smlg nag and awkerd r der are locked n enigm i.
intedependen.e in the naked pr.kl/ deserLAnd ol
.ou6ethereare enemies on ev.r/ que*.ourwa/
m2/ be bro(ked by iorces onknoM, a Caftpiaq h@rt

whose s nister presen.e lru*rates our pasage, /et
which may be ne.6$ry to challeMe rhe cofrphc.icy

olour too eas, roo self,indulgen! progre$.

And {ho shi I bear w tn6r to the herci €nterpr sel

Ever/ nor/ need3 bolh le,leE didJtreneE.Ooes

5ome nss ofhis deeds come n fanr signa s to our

shoresl Dan8ets lurk in the deep.A subnarine s

handy for plumbing the depths of the warery p5ychei

even thoqh it s a lragile vesel beset b/ mines,

and weird beisB nhabit the dark water Brange3
are presenr bguard rnd io gulde,rnd th€ ree
ol pi srinase is akead/ in s ght.

Grace and subrl€iy are caled loi no! brore force.

Dh.ine node d ndn our of ne, rhe herc declares with

bnsh.onf den(e.well aware of sensuous delighB and

cruelpains to which rhe body ofa m s vulnenb e,

To prepire torthe dance and G promke ofblks,

lhe iniliale mun ri3k be ng knocked down,having

hh lace *epped on,and hs name be ng slandered

illover the plac..At the dance nsefthere are

plenty of oppo(unides lor embatra$men!,from

which a drunken *upor might ofibr son€ sortof
re ease.Yet desire and hope drive him on.The lairy

pritrce$ - the sou8haafter one,lhe idea 8oa of lhe

quen s at a* in hG embEce.He has braved vo

momeni of p€rfec! on and r.n..endence.

h lhE then tho land of ioylThese borony hils,

Seneoos and fedlel lhinls l,ke fi4r pea.eable

k ngdom where sheep may safel/ gaze and dqs
m./ 3ate y snoozelThe profrised and s a pLace

olvturlfe i.ir, of clear ioy n a lthe meins ol
repraenbrion: dnwin8, paftern, .olour tet, co lage.

ThE plo€rcund of symboh remindr os of .arning to
.ead when the wond Ms /oung.We lnked sign to

sisn wnh a sen5e ot pure delghr in our own pow€r

oldis.overy.To make meaning in the face of dcoF

der s the greate* human ch,lenge.

Hav ng tnEreed a zone ot perpldlga of r sk. of s al,

we return io home rnd securit/ wirh r renewed

rense olwonderThings are notaways whatthey

5eemimundane objects have ma8 cal powerThe

path of the lourne/ ws alwa/s tnn spa.e of vkual

pl.asure. inv.ntivene* and de i!ht, the rcnd thn
Rodney Forbe5 cons6nd/ invnes u3 to 5hare.
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Faiming and Scllpture: 5 Roy ston Street (PO Box 282), Padd ngton. New South Wa es 202 Te ephone 02 9160 5177

work on Paper: 24 Gleimore Road (PO 8ox 282). Padd neton. New South Wa es 202 Te ephone 02 9180 87'14

PaintinS and Sculpture: 35 Derby Street (PO Box 183). Co lnSwood Victo.ia 3066 Teephone0l9417 4303

Works on Paper: 50 Smith Street (PO Box ll83), Co lingwood Victo.ia 3065 Teephone 0l 9417 08m

Ema : enqu r es@austral anga le. es.com.a!

Facsim e 02 9360 236

Facslm e 02 9380 8755

Fa6 m e 03 94 i7 0699


